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St Mar kds Cat hedr al im Cairo B

The blast was caused by a device containing at least 12 kg
(26 pounds) of TNT. Premier reports that Islamic State has
claimed responsibility for the bombing as militants used
social media outlets to celebrate the carnage.

"I found bodies, many of them women, lying on the pews.
It was a horrible scene," said cathedral worker, Attiya
Mahrous. This is the worst attack on Egypt's Christian
community for years, and has sparked outrage. A crowd
gathered immediately following the explosion to demand

: justice: " Either we bring their (the victims') rights back or
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At least 25 people were killed and over 50 were wounded ~ State officials have launched investigations, and President
in an explosion on December 11 during Sunday mass in al-Sisi declared three days of national mourning amidst
the chapel adjoining the main hall of St. Mark's Cathedral, demands that the Egyptian government provide far greater
the largest Coptic church in Cairo. Many among the dead  protection for Christians facing heightened danger of
and injured are Christian women and children. Islamic attacks during this season of Peace and Goodwill.

"The church bombing was planned and carried out metic- ~ Christians around the world will share the shock and
ulously. The explosion took place in the pews of the wom-  horror of those who witnessed the devastating death and

en," said Mena Adel, a church member. "Someone seized destruction of this latest vicious attack. All will moumn the

the opportunity of overcrowding Copts entering the  loss of Christians who simply came to pray, looking

church and was able to enter the church among them, put  forward to the joy of celebrating Jesus who came to save a

the bomb under the church pews and then went out." world so desperately in need

Christian Leaders Refused Entry Visas to Britain

Three Archbishops from war -torn Irag and Syria were refused visas
by the British Home Office to
Syriac Orthodox Cathedral, St Thomas in London fi to which they
had been officially invited. The Queen and the Prime Minister
honoured the consecration on November 24th with personal
messages of encouragement. Prince Charles used his address to the
congregation to highlight the persecution of Syrian Christians.

The decision to exclude Archbishops Nicodemus Sharaf of
Mosul; Timothius Shamani of Nineveh, northern Irag, and Selwanos - gl 5
Al nemeh of Homs and Hama in S¥ 2 W SRl ST AL [V Y
enough money to support themselves and might not | eav
Orthodox Christians, Archbi shop Athanasius Dawod: 0Th
areas held by IS are |iberated. We cannot wunderstand v

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, intervened on behalf of the Middle Eastern Archbishops.
Dr Martin Parsons of the Barnabas Fund, whi ch has he
persecuted Christians from the cradle of Christianity
wel come to |slamists who persecute Christians. 6 Refer|
advocate the killing of Christians accused of Dbl asphe
leaders who advocate persecution of Christians are given the green light, while visas for short pastoral visits are denied
to Christian | eaders whose churches face genocide. The
The Home Office recently stated that senior members
the UKA despite the fact that the Muslim Brotherhood has repeatedly incited violence against Egyptian Christians.
Express, December 4, 2016

commanded you? Be strong and of good c

oOoHave | not
the Lord your God is with you whereve y O



http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/739563/Christians-leaders-persecuted-bishops-Iraq-Syria-visas-UK
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Increased Understanding of the Causes of

Persecution Essential for Prevention

Editorial

As Christmas approaches, many pray that Jesus will be
reborn in Christians throughout the world A that all we do
and say will honour Him, reveal His truth, and demonstrate
His love for humanity.

Militant, totalitarian regimes which cause the suffering
of millions are all rooted in deception, a carnal lust for power,
wealth and supremacyfi the work of the one who comes to
0rob, kil | and destroy?d.
persecution should be examined under the microscope.
Instead, ignorance or fear allow them to slide under the
6radard to become ent-enfercedin
law, reiterated in the media, and some are embedded in the
national curriculum which influences the next generation.

Blasphemy charges, even based on flimsy evidence
can facilitate persecution, and have been used for personal
gain and to settle vendettas. Blasphemy laws in Islamic
nations carry serious penalties, like the death sentencs
imposed on Asia Bibi, which effectively silence any analysis of
the Qurdan or comments a
deemed unfavourable.

In non-Muslim countries, particularly in the West, the
dangerously subjective cha
same goah enforcing the supremacy of Islam by silencing
opposition. Horowitz & Spencer have traced the origin of this
neologism to the International Institute for Islamic Thought,
based in Northern Virginia. A former member of the Institute,
Abdur -Rahman Muhammad, who was present when the
term was created, said, 0T
than a thought-terminating cliché conceived in the bowels of
Muslim think tanks for the
Though Ol sl amophobi ad was
actively promoted by the Muslim Brotherhood after 9/11 to
sanitise Islam and stigmatise its opponents.

A phobia is defined in
irrational fear of a specific object, activity, or situation that
l eads to a compel | i n dAssydaess

Armenians, Copts, Maronites, or Yazidis who have fled
Il sl amic persecution be rea3
because their experience has taught them to avoid it? Is fear o
Il slam entirely irrational,
the conquest and subjugation of Christian lands; verses in the
Qurdan which mandate jihad
sharia punishments, and enforce the inferiority of women?

Logically, 60l sl amophobi
Muslim, Ayan Hirsi Ali, affirmed, but psychologically, it is a
powerful tool of control A a disincentive to oppose Islam.

The shackles of censorship imposed by unelecteg
architects of 6political
Christiansfi commanded to love God with all their minds fi
from pursuing the truth which Jesus says sets people free!
Thousands come into His Kingdom because Christians who
| ove Muslims risk their [

Karen Bos| [}
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A meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs,

the Hon Julie Bishop, on October 20th provided a
(\a/a?uabl'e Bppo%ulﬁ%/ or acdelé)ggﬁc'm "ot ﬂ?enASsyrian
Universal Alliance (AUA) and CFF to discuss the ethnic

and cultural genocide of Assyrians in Iraq and Syria.

Hermiz Shahen, David David, and lawyer, Susie

David presented the most recent detailed information on

the violence perpetrated on Christians indigenous to the

area. They also expressed extreme anxiety that Kurdish

forces would fill the power vacuum created when ISIS is
Doty efealdd! BxBaliRG t%kir teWildr ifi Minevéh'
Assyrian ancestral land in which they hope to establish

an autonomous Assyrian Provincef approved in
prigciple by the Irdbjilcabihetindanpaly,@ti4. a6 achi e

Acknowledging the desire of many Christians to

remain in their ancestral land, and the value of
preserving their peaceful, stabilizihg communities in

Iraq, Karen Bos added CFF support to the AUA request

for direct Australian representation to the govemment of

ltdg ® enbbfe AdsyfaBsAoB&fend terhsBived, t6 reblil@ t h i
shattered infrastructure, and practice their faith in peace.

P UthecQrénBdeplnbendd & R gbvBrrimentloPigen  C T
oh fht¥nfafbhal fiitany &d & HeRat 1518, %fdSon 1 ¢
humanitarian aid to save the lives of its victims, presents
an opportunity for the international community and
hamardrights dvooatesito pyess forshe establishmpneof s i s
the proposed 6safe haveno,
to anaihilate Ghristans B unlikely fo &énd with ISCSa n

The meeting was also a welcome opportunity to
thapkt@ Bustigliandysvemmenefet its effbrts tdrésre a mo |
[ peace and freedom in Irag; for advocating on behalf of
pegisecutet] Chridtighd infintafagionad fava) for provigiigo r 1 ¢
aid for thousands of internally displaced persecuted
people, haad t6l grésénh theoHon. Qulien Bisho &viths 0 ,
val uabl e knowledge containi
B@okcarmnAdtt e x 58t fiWndgmsipnding @ mens
the Christian Crisis in the

The AUA and CFF also presented these concerns
at meetings with the Shadow Ministers of Foreign
Affrs, Peferce and Igrgiggationsapdynthi otger sepigry e
parliamentarians. With the
Advisor, Karen raised CFF concems over clams that
some locally employed staff at Australian embassies in

Vhe Middle Bast gligerninge againsh @hrisian iyoees, wi

prejudicing their applications for settlement in Australia.




CFF Sponsored Assyrian Family Begins New Life of Freedom in Australia

The Naeem family , flown out of the violence in Baghdad by CFF in
August, 2014, arrived at Canberra airport from Beirut on the morning of 2nd
December, 2016 to be reunited with their daughter who fled Iraq following
the murder of her husband by Saddam
®! involvement with the CFF prayer group exposed us over these years to the
| trauma and tragedy endured by countless thousands of Christians in Irag.

OQur prayers were inspired by her fa
. §l brother, forced to witness the torture and murder of his friend, and expecting

: N T e 1 the same fate himself, but was miraculously dumped at the side of the road,

and though he was injured, he lived. Bomb explosions, streets littered with body parts; written death threats nailed to

their door, theft of their property at check -points, and constant fear that their young girls would be kidnapped, were all

part of the reality of life for many Christians in their Islamic -majority country.

His sister inspired us with her own faith and with beautiful, joyful
worship songs in Aramaic i a modern version of the language Jesus spoke. At
CFF conferences, and at churches, she shared her own amazing testimony of her
fight from her homeland, batting extreme physical hardship, emotional
anguish, andfi she honestly admitsfi anger with God who had allowed all this
suffering. Now she can see His leading, and acknowledges His guidance to the
security she experiences, and is able to share with her reunited family. The days
ahead may not be easyfi there is great adjustment for people who have
experienced trauma and have to learn a new language. We wish them special joy
this Christmas, and pray that the Lord, who has led them out of danger, will pour blessings on thelr future

We are especially thankful for a bequest to CFF which financed the rescue of this endangered Assyrian family. It
enabled us to finance their escape and support them for nearly two and a half years in Beirut until they were granted
permi ssion to join their daughter and her family in Au
killed in action in 1918. He was an officer in a small contingent of the Dunsterforce of British and Commonwealth soldiers
who rescued thousands of Assyrian refugees fleeing from the Ottoman Turks in Mesopotamia.

US Law Gives Religious Freedom Greater Priority

The Frank Wolf International Religious Freedom Actof 2016  (H.R. 1150) passed both Houses of Congress by
unanimous consent, updating the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998, and making religious freedom a greater
priority in US foreign policy and diplomacy. The Ambassador atLarge for International Religious Freedom at the US
State Department must now report directly to the Secre
(CPC)d regarding religious |iberty will be strengthene
to improve religious liberty and those not guarding this fundamental right. It allows the executive power to name and
possibly sanction "non-state actors" and individual violators of religious freedom.

Iran Intensifies Persecution of Christian Converts from Islam

.
4

Nineteen influential human rights organisations  have urged the UN and the
,...~- international community to protect Christian converts as scores of believers

have been detained. They told BosNe
converts from a Muslim backgroundo6.
Christians were arrested.

Four Iranian converts to Christianity, Youcef Nadarkhani, Yasser
Mossayebzadeh, Saheb Fadaie and Mohammad Reza Omidi were arrested
on 13 May <charged with oO0acting aga
previously served almost three years in prison for apostasy, and faced the death sentence before his release in 2012.
Mossayebzadeh, Fadaie and Omidi were sentenced to 80 lashes for drinking wine during Holy Communion.
Their appeal will take place on 9 February. Omidi has been convicted before - a third could lead to execution.
Maryam Zargaranan , a convert from Islam who has spent more than three years in prison, has had her sentence
extended by six weeks to make up for the time she spent outside prison on medical leave. Amnesty International
referenced her case when it accused I ran of ocruel 6 de
Ramiel Tamraz, Mohamad Dehnay, Amin Afshar, Hadi Askary and Amir Dashti were arrested by Ministry of
Intelligence and Security officials. No charges have been brought despite weeks of interrogation in Evin Prison.




Sectarian Tension Rises in Indonesia i Christian Governor Charged with Blasphemy
by Elizabeth Kendalfi CFF Director of Advocacy

I ndonesiads fundamentali st Mus | i ms
Tjahaja Purnama. El ected as Jakartads
Wi dodo ( 0J o ldwhoiis@thnjc Chinese énd Christian & ascended to the
governorship in the wake of Jokowi ds 2
|l slamic Defenders Front (FPI), Jakart a
i mposition of an oinfidel o6 governor.

On 15 February 2017, Jakartans will go to the polls to elect a hew govemor.
Ahok was confirmed as one of three contenders on 24 September. With early polls
showing Ahok the clear frontrunner, Islamic fundamentalist clerics moved quickly to
< d remind Muslims that it a sin for Muslims to vote for non -Muslims. To justify their
claims, they cited veltgségsrangantbhl asoQur dadp Batat @8kbB1lt [e

allies [awliya: allies/friends/ guardians/ | eader s] . : .0 Anc
notes,060 Il n I ndonesian transl ations of the ver se ledesgpemimpsy r e
-pemimpinmy  dThigiis the standard interpretation.

In a speech to city officials on 27 September, Ahok
said, oO0you dondét have to vote for me because youdve b
|l ike. Thatdés your right. 1 f you feel you can6t vote f
fooled], no worries. Thatdés your personal right

By 5 October video footage of the speech had gone viral on youtube, and Islamic fundamentalists were claiming
that Ahok had bl asphemed against the Qurdan and the ¢
body dtheMUI 6r ul ed on 11 Oct, that Ahok had bl asphemed the

I ndonesia's fundamentalist Muslims are not the only
gubernatorial race. Ahoko6s political opponents are hapg
benefit. While some 30,000 Jakartans have rallied for tolerance, the Islamic Defenders Frorthas managed to draw 200,000
and then 500,000 fundamentalist Muslims to rallies in protest against Ahok. They want him in jail; they even want him
dead. Whatds more, they have the support of transnati c

Between 1965 and 1998, 15 blasphemy cases went to trial, with only one acquittal (a newspaper editor). During
President Susil o Ba mia04tg20Mdifty fore gases welk sied tvith a 100%econviction rate.

ol f Ahok does not get the punishment he deserves, o
Majelis Mujahidin, othen Muslims will get angrier. And

Memories of 1998 Anti -Christian Bloodshed Refreshed

Christians and other minorities fear that rising sectarian tension could lead to a repetition of the 1998 riots which
began with student protests in Jakarta over growing economic and political problems. Students marching on the
Parliament clashed with military forces, and violence spread throughout Jakarta with the loss of over 2,000 lives. Human
Rights Watch noted at the time, "Not only have [government officials] expressed no sympathy for the victims or made any effort t
explain the causes and consequences of the economic crisis, but in some cases, they have tried to deflect blarmer@tdopreminen
of the Chinese communityrijecting ethnic and religious hatred into a volatile situation incited more violence which spread
throughout Java to Sulawesi and Maluku, lasted for years and cost thousands of lives. Christian aid agencies evacuated
those endangered, providing relief for thousands of destitute people whose villages had been destroyed. There was no
official inquiry into the murders, rapes, injury or property damage targeting vulnerable, largely unarmed, minorities.

Indonesia's Muslim majority has been traditionally moderate, but an increasingly vocal group of hardline radicals
are gaining ground. A pastor said, "My fear is that moderate Muslims will keep silent and thus give more room for the radicals to
grow. My fear is that at the end the government will be obliged to give in to the radicals' demand, and thus will lesidifndone
different direction."

This fear seems justified. Last year, after radical Muslims bumed down three Christian churches in Aceh, the
government stepped in and demolished seven more. Last month in Samarinda, when an ISISinspired terrorist threw a
Molotov cocktail at a church, kiling a two -year-old girl and injuring four other children, the President said little to
discourage the violence. International Christian Concern reports that in Jakarta, the Indonesian police provided radical anti
-Ahok protesters with a stage and loudspeakers.

Regardless of the outcome of this trial, Indonesia will not be the same.


https://quran.com/5:51
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001b0DV2BXJYrcCw7vcrDqLMDlhy-5FR-vTOC2979xGAn_gUfOZG5OuVRQ9KSH-L-XP88IDeS5Twy_PY98Qdh8o52gZD7MAdz6_UykUn3YAA-MKFaiSIgi91MRRHcyj1ZGi2Nw5t03aeLyP6nKNUivyNjsWBCInfHmzekseKwBs3clxZM02DqU74IrXp-UItV_ggL3ceHKlyhETFdEeDXcAR9hWiNMDecKFkK1K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001b0DV2BXJYrcCw7vcrDqLMDlhy-5FR-vTOC2979xGAn_gUfOZG5OuVRQ9KSH-L-XP88IDeS5Twy_PY98Qdh8o52gZD7MAdz6_UykUn3YAA-MKFaiSIgi91MRRHcyj1ZGi2Nw5t03aeLyP6nKNUivyNjsWBCInfHmzekseKwBs3clxZM02DqU74IrXp-UItV_ggL3ceHKlyhETFdEeDXcAR9hWiNMDecKFkK1K
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-12-06/governor-basuki-tjahaja-purnama-better-known-as-ahok/8094640

China Prepares the Ground for Systematic Persecution
by Elizabeth Kendal, CFF Director of Advocacy

Anticipating that Chinads | ooming economic downtur
ruling Chinese Communist Party (CCP), under the Presidency of Xi Jinping, has been reviving Maoist ideology,
bolstering its power and consolidating its control over every element of society. The CCP has spent the last two years
experimenting with persecution and has leamed it can torture prominent international acclaimed human rights lawyers,
and persecute the church in its heartl and othimpungj.i ang

All the while, the CCP has been laying the legal framework for a nationwide systematic persecution that will
enable it to crack down hard on house churches, while reining in the registered CCP-c o mp | i ant oOoPatri ot i
July 2015 the Standing Committee of the Chinese National People's Congress (a de facto legislative body) passed a new

Nati onal Security Law. Article 27 provides guidelines
the government wil/l punish all who exploit religion t
securityd6é. It also mandates that all religious activi:t
the Iaw to ocompatriots from Hong Kong, Macao and Tai v
if they travel into mainland China if the CCP deems they have breached the law.

On Friday 7 October 2016theCCP enact ed neow &Rédyli atuisod f airso. T

CCP total control over religion. Unregistered, that is non-CCP-compliant, religious activity will no longer be tolerated,
while registered CCP-compliant churches will have to follow strict guidelines. Furthermore, all building will be tightly
reguatedpr esumably to reduce the Churchdés visibility.

On 1 November 2016 tamee nMiemdi sotArdymi ofi sduati vecddaentos ur €
effect. China's lawyers are now officially banned from speaking out about human rights abuses; even silent protests, such
as walking out of a courtroom, are prohibited. Meanwhile, the CCP and its organs, including the CCP-compliant
oPatrioticdé Church, i s beiomg upurn pedd Ty mpaagse. oFuanbher
el evated as 0The Corebod, putting Xi Jinping on a par
may not be questioned. The CCP has tightened its grip.

Peng Ming , (pictured) a long term political prisoner in Hubei, died in prison on 29
November while serving a | ife sehrnaence
Aid stated that his death certificate gave no details of the cause of death. An official
statement from his family c¢claims that
4| their will on 5 December, and that his brain and heart were removed. The family

| hadrequestedan autopsy by o6an international,

Pastor Hua is another of many Christian leaders in prison in China, threatened
with torture and death. Arrested in December 2015 for resisting government
attempts to close his church, he was charged on 22 January with divulging state secretsd a charge Chinese authorities
often use against people who stand up to government repression of religious freedom and other rights. He is still in
prison, and has serious liver problems.  csw

North Korean Church| Keeps Gr o\

For the fourteenth consecutive year, North Korea is ranked as the country where Christians are most
intensely persecuted, but 70 Years of persecution has not stopped the work of God. Since 1995, about 480 foreign

organi zations have been allowed to work there, 70 of w
According to the Lausanne Global Analysis, a |l arge par
in 85 of the 145 counties, and 23 of the 27 cities. The government tolerates Christian groups because of the benefits they

gi ve, and because they are perceived as people of in
commented, O6Many people coming into our country take a

In China, Christians are associated with the Opium Wars and colonialism, but in North Korean history,
Christianity had been generally perceived as helpful. Korea opened its doors to Christianity in 1884 when American

mi ssionary, Horace Allen, helped to heal the Queends I
the establishment of 293 schools and 43 universitief a surge of Christian education and progress particularly in
Pyongyang, dubbed ©6the Jerusalem of the Eastd. Howe v

government conducted massive crackdowns. In the 1970s, it announced that Christians no longer existed. A report by
CSW stated there are thousands of Christians suffering from extreme torture in labor camps: malnuitrition is widespread,
and the mortality rate is high.

The report cited unity as a very important challenge.
i mprove the livelihood of North Koreans, it is imperat
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http://link.email.dynect.net/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=tiMleQXvuhG3cVWUKKJFwgesMDniOk1PHbBHFzJ47RvswNzvDbbt%2BLTAWIBWutA78wfWGWt%2F4g6wmH%2FKo4XvSmm0c0cJKd4q9XbwRz6URJE%3D&G=0&R=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chinaaid.org%2F2016%2F12%2Fbody-of-human-rights-activist-dis
http://link.email.dynect.net/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=tiMleQXvuhG3cVWUKKJFwgesMDniOk1PHbBHFzJ47RvswNzvDbbt%2BLTAWIBWutA78wfWGWt%2F4g6wmH%2FKo4XvSmm0c0cJKd4q9XbwRz6URJE%3D&G=0&R=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chinaaid.org%2F2016%2F12%2Fsuspect-circumstances-lead-to-act
http://evangelicalfocus.com/blogs/1982/The_Irresistible_Grace_of_God_The_story_of_North_Korea#_edn3

Unprecedented Numbers Turning to Christ |as

. A David Garison PhD  spent three years
investigating this phenomenon occurring in all nine
6roomsd i n t hledoMaaysis; Eastéifiica;l s | a
North Africa; Eastern South Asia; Persia, Turkestan, West

Africa; Western South Asia and Arabia. Travelling over

250,00 miles for 1,000 interviews with courageous men

and women, he meet entre communites who were
baptised & an act of confessional obedience to their new

et found faith, but which is punishable by death under
| Islamic law.

Y | ' Amidst the violence and destruction of the current
y - humanitarian crisis, David f ound evidence

- 9 amazing power and grace in

CTE L . .

i IR @ Sasdcard _ answers to hl_s core guestio
oaoois A Pnion e A e dbiares |l eaders to faith?6.

An Af ghani sai d, OMy name was Muhammad Akbar, whi ch
cinema showing a movie about the |ife of the prophet
Jesus and nailed him to a cross. | said to myself, ON
| ooked down at them with compassion, and said, OFather
when | became a follower of Isa, and changed my nameto AkbaratMa si h ( 6t he Messi ah i s the

A shei kh named Hasan said, OAfNAWrTesnamemnhygel nsAr g

had a dream. 0l saw a tall minaret. | was disturbed tc
closer, I saw that the man...was me! 6 The shock awake
day, | found the evangelist. 6What does this dream me.
in Jesus Christ.o6 So far, Hasan has | ed 400 sheikhs t

Over 14 centuries, tens of millions of Christians have been overwhelmed by Islamic conquest. The ancestors of
many ISIS, atQaeda and Hamas jihadis came from the heart of Christendom. Until late last century, Christian
missionaries avoided conflict with Muslims, encouraged to take the Gospel to less belligerent communities. This century,
as the Muslim world is wracked by violence, 69 movements of Muslims to Christianity which he defined as the
establishment of at least 100 new churches or 1,000 baptised believers, have been documentedeveral numbering tens
of thousands. Recent outreach includes the Jesus film, and audio Bibles translated into Muslim languages, made
exponentially available via video cassettes, radio, satellite television, and the intemet.

Prayers answered - During Ramadan Muslims pray and fast for 30 days, asking Allah to speak. 23 years ago, the
630 Days of Prayer for the Muslim Worldd movement mar ¢
cry out on behalf of 1.7 billion Muslims, asking God to reveal his truth. 82% of all Muslim movements to Christ have
occurred during these 23 years.

Muslim converts spoke of their abhorrence of the violence permeating their communities. Others contrasted the
life of Muhammad with that of Jesus, finding that Jesus reflects an ideal that resonates deep within their hearts.
Reading the Koran in their own | anguage is a key reas
saw that Muhammad is dead, but Isa is alive. Muhammad
means Osaviour. o

David encourages Christians to:
pray-t he prayers of Godds people are not 1in

combat social injustice - Islam appeals to disenfranchised people for it offers temporal power;

support effective gospel outreach - make every effort to offer an alternative to the grim realities
they face, and share the reason for the hope we have within us;

Do not retreat from our proclamation of Christ - for this is the day of salvation for Muslims!

David Garrison 0s book is entitled: O0A Wi
(www.WindintheHouse.org)
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Torchbearers for Christii Overcoming Persecution to Shine His Light in Dark Places
oLet your | ight so shine before men that MitBEy ma

Irene Gleeson A Australian Missionary with the O0Heart

Il rene Gl eesonds transf orgaiom ¢eackes & aniliont peaple with tthe GGspall , a n
her resolve to put Jesus in control of her life, was the message, Bible teaching and health education. A
beginning of her amazing jouney to war -torn Kitgum, hospital has been built; agricultural training and
Northem Uganda, to rescue child soldiers, orphans and supplies given to improve food security; safe drinking
children suffering HIV/AIDS. Besieged by the brutal  water has been provided to 40 villages, and nutritious

guerrilla group, the ©0Lor ddmwd Resicne and eonnseling are proyided to £00Q g u m
hardship, danger and constant challenge. Armed with her children daily. Faith the size of a mustard seed can

strong faith in God, cour agnevemautkinshdogged determi nati ol
gathered the children around her caravan under a mango tree  pg >
and began to teach them to sing, and to write their names in
the dust.

She believed that God has a plan for the life of every
child, and that all are entitled to good food, clean water, health
care and education. During her 23 years of service in Uganda,
Irene sacrificed everything to make this a reality. She endured
extraordinary privations; many attempts were made on her

l'ife, but by Godds grace, ar
she continued to provide for vulnerable children.

At times she said she was overwhelmed, but mostly,
she was immensely proud of the commission given to her by a2
the King of Kings, as she watched His plan unfolding for d6Mama lrened with some of
these precious I|ives: O0FoOr gidhdf EbNdkers BsBued? IbvédNndurished, Protécd® U 9 f

have for youd, says the-belb® g eductdd offerih§therh &réwarBirRy fitlr€ Thairted We |
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a yni forms remind them that e

hope. 6 (Jeremiah 29:11 ( AMBfJesus Christ, protected under His Covenant promise.

By the flickering light of a kerosene lamp, Irene read In 2010, Irene was made an Officer of the Order of
her Bible every night. She covered her caravan walls and Australia for "service to intemational relations, particularly
ceiling with verses to protect her, and remind lurking enemies  through sustained aid for children affected by war and
that she meant business! Radio broadcasts informed her of Hiv-AIDS in Northem Uganda". The Ugandan
the danger never far away, reminding her of the urgency to  pariament moved a motion to honour her, and the
pray even more fervently for the children in her care. She president awarded her a medal, recognising her as a
taught them to begin each morning by ushering in the national hero. But her greatest reward in this life, and her
presence of God with exuberant singing, followed by ACTS - |egacy to Uganda, was thousands of children rescued
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication fi the from the horrors of war, and placed in the arms of Jesus.
Holy Spirit often |l eading jedd@fdis omefdaed kRl hdr W6tk chnfinde¥, € N s

0rapturous applaused to eXgb@tStse Iknb SlbeSon Bolindatioh WiticH Brovifled It
protection and presence amongst them. Many chidren ey er yt hi ng t o f whuilinglpotesta.c h c |

prayed and sobbed at this time for their abducted family and o o
friends, victims of the horrific violence they had experienced Mentored and inspired by Irene, John Paul Kiffasi
themselves. Their resident African Pastor would then speak NaS continued her work as Executive Director of IGF in
to the assembly from the Word of God, rebuking the Uganda since  her death

traditional witchcraft pra Ip 2003 Heeand warslig, ¢
urging the children to replace them with trust in the power of !egder, Romeo Odong,
Jesus Christ: o0é.blessed i Hoingd e s GFE - Praygr ¢

yGragip in the Canberra
House of Prayer for All
*Natrds oMbl Bth, it r o m
was a joy to receive news
oA of  their  ministry,
| contribute  aid, and to
S ipray for Godd:
@ohtherwotki red radi

whose confidence i8dNVn Hi m,

By Godds grace and powe
Australian and American supporters, the Irene Gleeson
Foundation now employs 300 Ugandan staff, has built 4
primary schools with 3,300 students; a nursery school with
180 pupils; technical and business institutes with 600 students, |
and provides 200 schol ar s lig
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Out of Impending Tragedy, Comes Triumph

African Jihad

Mariam lbrahim, a Sudanese
mother sentenced to 100
lashes and execution for
b6apostasy?d
Muslim woman with her in

prison risked her life to help
her hide her most valued
possession- her Bible.

Mariamds appalling
a Christian man, Daniel Wani, an American citizen. Although
she was raised a Christian by her mother, she was considered
by Sudanese courts to be a Muslim because Islam was her
father's religion. When she refused to convert to Islam, she was
imprisoned with her 20 -month-old son, Martin, and was
forced to give birth to her daughter, Maya, in shackles at the
medical clinic in the Omdurman Federal Women's Prison.

Mariam recalled the horrific prison conditions she was
forced to endure. "At night it was hard to sleep. | watched over
my son because | was afraid for him". She befriended a
Muslim fellow prisoner, and even gave her the Bible which
she had smuggled into prison. Her fellow inmate was amazed
to see how precious it was to her and, taking a tremendous
risk, hid it for her. At night Ibrahim read her Bible: "While
Muslims had condemned me to death and whipping, for my
faith, a Muslim woman helped me to read the Word of God".

Under pressure from the international community,
Khartoum released Mariam in 2014, and she was able to
escape to America and provide her fellow inmate, an illegal
alien from Somalia, with money to get out of prison. Moved
by Mariamdés testimony, the
and has married one of Mari

Today, Mariam runs the
Foundati ond which raises
provides assistance to women throughout the world.

Indian Grandmother Murdered

fiher Christianity ©6c¢c

A grandmother, Samari Kasabi,
55, was dragged out of her house
by hostle Hindu Vvillagers,
stripped naked, beaten to death,
and her body burned because her
Christian faith
peaceo. Her son
family lived next door but had
gone to a church 12 km away.
Sukura immediately reported the
horrific murder to police. Four people have been arrested, but
not yet charged.

Six months earlier, villagers complained to Naxalites & militant
communists operating in India - known to have murdered
many Christians. The Naxalites then abducted and detained
Sukura and his family for three days, before letting them go.

has

. @ 9fATFoSGK YSYyRIfXZ /CC

An ethnic -religious fault -line runs through Africa.
Commencmg |nf (Irou Gly) gloHro leerla it cuts
hrough tﬁe middle of Ivory hana Togo, Benin
and Nigeria, as well as Northern Cameroon, Southem
Chad, the far north of Central African Republic, and
Sudands oOnew southod and
north to Eritrea. Generally speaking, the people who live

bor

situati cmmor made f i ritheron@# d edIntp I e chemidr
after she was sentenced in May 2014 because she had mariedwh i | e

t hose soluitime 6o f motshtd y
Christianity or African Traditional Religion.

During the latter half of the 20th Century,
modernisation and environmental factors such as
drought and desertification left many northem Muslims
struggling to maintain their traditional, nomadic way of
life. As a result, many northem Muslims abandoned
nomadism and cattle herding and migrated into cities in
search of work. Others, however, continue to lead their
cattle south in a never-ending search for food and water.
Consequentl vy, Muslim oO08&8ett
Tuareg in Mali, Fulani in Nigeria, or Messiriya in Sudan
dare now constantly competing with southern Christian
0indigenesé for | and, water

In Nigeria, successive northem Muslim military
dictators empowered the Muslim Fulani for decades. In
today's democratic Nigeria, Muslim fundamentalists -
political leaders, military personnel and Islamic jihadists
-- back the Fulani and use them as proxies to expand
Islamic territory at the expense of local Christians, a
record humber of whom are now displaced
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religious cleansing and classic imperialistic Islamic jihad.

Nigerian Church leaders accuse the govemnment

a u s e of nat giting <mough BAteention ¢odsecurity or to what

they insist is ethno-religious cleansing in which whole
Christian communities are disappearing, replaced with
Fulani Muslims.

Mourners at a rass
grave of Christians
was o0distur bi ng masta®ed inNigeria

Sukur a, and his o
Photo:alisina.com
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http://www.gospelherald.com/articles/51408/20140529/sudanese-christian-woman-imprisoned-for-apostasy-gave-birth-in-chains-husband-reports.htm
http://www.gospelherald.com/articles/51721/20140624/meriam-ibrahim-update-sudanese-christian-woman-family-re-released-sudan-guarantees-their-safety.htm
http://www.mariamibraheemcharity.org/
http://www.mariamibraheemcharity.org/

